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The Honorable Board of Supervisors COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 34 September 17, 2013
500 West Temple Street Y
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Dear Supervisors:

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD COORDINATED MONITORING PLAN FOR BALLONA CREEK
ESTUARY TOXIC POLLUTANTS AND BALLONA CREEK METALS MEMORANDUM OF
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AND THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS 2, 3, AND 4)

(3 VOTES)

SUBJECT

This action is to enter into a cooperative Memorandum of Agreement between the County of Los
Angeles and the City of Los Angeles to provide for the County of Los Angeles’ share of the cost to
revise and implement the Coordinated Monitoring Plan required by the Ballona Creek Estuary Toxic
Pollutants and Ballona Creek Metals Total Maximum Daily Loads. The estimated total cost of the
Memorandum of Agreement for the County of Los Angeles is $27,076.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Find that the proposed Ballona Creek Estuary Toxic Pollutants and Ballona Creek Metals Total
Maximum Daily Loads Coordinated Monitoring Plan Memorandum of Agreement is exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act for the reasons stated in this letter and in the record of the
project.

2. Based on available funding appropriation, authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee
to execute the Memorandum of Agreement to become effective on the date of final execution by the
County of Los Angeles or the City of Los Angeles until June 30, 2015, for an estimated total County
of Los Angeles cost of $27,076.

3. Authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee to execute any necessary amendments to
this Memorandum of Agreement with the City of Los Angeles to share in the costs of implementing
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the coordinated monitoring plan provided that any amendments that relate to costs are budgeted and
do not increase the County of Los Angeles’ annual cost for this plan by more than 10 percent.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to find the proposed Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA), in a form substantially similar to the enclosed, exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and to authorize the Director of Public Works or her designee to execute the
MOA with the City of Los Angeles (City) to revise and implement the monitoring required by the
Ballona Creek Estuary Toxic Pollutants and Ballona Creek Metals Total Maximum Daily Loads (BC
TMDLs) Coordinated Monitoring Plan (CMP). The MOA is to become effective on the date of final
execution by the County of Los Angeles or the City and shall remain in effect until June 30, 2015, for
a total County cost not to exceed $27,076.

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region, adopted the Ballona
Creek Estuary Toxic Pollutants Total Maximum Daily Load on July 7, 2005, as Resolution No. 2005-
008, and it became effective on January 11, 2006. The Regional Board adopted the Ballona Creek
Metals Total Maximum Daily Load on September 6, 2007, as Resolution No. 2007-015, and it
became effective on October 29, 2008. The BC TMDLs identify the County, the California
Department of Transportation, the City, and the Cities of Beverly Hills, Culver City, Inglewood, Santa
Monica, and West Hollywood as the responsible agencies for meeting TMDL requirements, including
implementation of or continued participation in required monitoring programs.

On June 9, 2010, the Board adopted a Resolution that authorized the Chief Executive Officer to
execute an MOA with the City to implement the CMP for the BC TMDLs. The MOA became effective
on June 30, 2010, and expired on June 30, 2012.

To revise and continue with the implementation of the CMP for the BC TMDLs, the City will enter into
separate cost-sharing MOAs with all of the other BC TMDLs-responsible agencies for those
agencies to pay their shares of the CMP cost. Each BC TMDLs-responsible agency’s share,
including the County’s and the City’s, of this monitoring program is based on the jurisdictional land
area within the contributing watershed identified in the BC TMDLs. The City has agreed to continue
acting on behalf of all BC TMDLs-responsible agencies and will be paid a fee of up to 5 percent of
the cost to perform the work under the MOA for project management and contract administration.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Fiscal Sustainability (Goal 2). The MOA
supports the Goal by strengthening the County’s capacity to sustain essential County services
through proactive and prudent fiscal policy.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

As shown on Table 4 of the enclosed MOA, the net County cost for Fiscal Years 2012-13, 2013-14,
and 2014-15 is estimated to be $9,048, $8,881, and $9,148, respectively. The costs include revising
the BC TMDLs CMP, monitoring, contract management, and a yearly increase to address inflation.
The net County cost for the first two years of this MOA is included in the Fiscal Year 2013-14
Unincorporated Area Stormwater Budget, which is part of the Department of Public Works General
Fund Budget. Funding for costs under the MOA in Fiscal Year 2014-15 will be requested through
the annual budget process.
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Ballona Creek Estuary Toxic Pollutants and Ballona Creek Metals Total Maximum Daily Loads
were adopted on July 7, 2005, and September 6, 2007, and became effective on January 11, 2006,
and October 29, 2008, respectively. Pursuant to the BC TMDLSs, the responsible agencies jointly
submitted a CMP to the Regional Board. The Regional Board subsequently approved the CMP and
further directed the responsible agencies to implement the CMP.

In order to implement the CMP, the responsible agencies combined their resources and executed
cooperative cost-sharing MOAs on June 30, 2010, to allow the City to perform the monitoring. Each
responsible agency signed a separate MOA with the City based on its effective jurisdictional land
area within the contributing watershed. The MOAs expired on June 30, 2012. Additionally, due to
the approved monitoring timeline, the City continues to implement the monitoring activities that are
the subject of the MOA to ensure compliance with the BC TMDLSs.

The new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit for municipal stormwater and urban
runoff discharge within Los Angeles County became effective on December 28, 2012. The BC
TMDLs was incorporated into the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit, and as a
result, the BC TMDLs-responsible agencies are mandated to demonstrate compliance with the BC
TMDLs through continued participation in the monitoring programs and subject to enforcement if the
water quality standards established by these TMDLs are not met.

On October 26, 2012, the responsible agencies requested authorization from the Regional Board to
modify the BC TMDLs CMP. On February 27, 2013, the Regional Board approved the modification
request, and the City will modify the CMP to reflect the approved revisions.

In order to revise, fund, and continue implementing the BC TMDLs CMP, each BC TMDLs-
responsible agency would need to renew its MOA with the City. Each agency’s share, including the
County’s and the City’s, is based on the jurisdictional land area within the contributing watershed
identified in the BC TMDLSs.

The County and the City staff and their respective counsels have approved the MOA as to form.
Upon the Board’s delegation of authority, the MOA, in a form substantially similar to the enclosed,
will be subsequently reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel prior to execution by the
Director of Public Works or her designee.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The proposed activities are statutorily exempt from CEQA. The proposed MOA, which includes
funding for continued implementation of the BC TMDLs CMP, involves feasibility and planning
studies for possible future actions, which have not been approved, adopted, or funded, and,
therefore, are exempt under Section 15262 of the CEQA Guidelines. Further, the proposed activities
do not include the adoption of a plan that will have a legally binding effect on later activities. Public
Works will return to the Board for approval of any projects recommended as a result of the CMP
process, along with the appropriate environmental documentation.

Upon the Board’s approval of the recommended actions, Public Works will file a Notice of Exemption
with the County Clerk in accordance with Section 15062 of the CEQA Guidelines.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will benefit the County by sharing in the cost of implementing
the BC TMDLs CMP. There will be no negative impact on current services.

CONCLUSION

Please return two adopted copies of this letter to the Chief Executive Office, Community and
Municipal Services Cluster, and one copy to Public Works, Watershed Management Division.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director
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Enclosures

c. Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)

County Counsel
Executive Office















































